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Full Marks : 65

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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(Monad of monads) 
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[ English Version ]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

1. Choose the correct option (any ten) : 1×10

(a) “Air is the primary material element of all substances”– is held by
(i) Parmenides (ii) Thales

(iii) Anaximenes (iv) Protagoras.

(b) An Eleatic philosopher is
(i) Descartes (ii) Parmenides

(iii) Thales (iv) Heraclitus.

(c) “All things are in a state of flux”– is held by
(i) Heraclitus (ii) Plato

(iii) Anaximander (iv) Aristotle.

(d) The author of the book ‘Theaetetus’ is
(i) Socrates (ii) Aristotle

(iii) Descartes (iv) Plato.

(e) According to Plato, knowledge must be
(i) sense-perception and true-belief (ii) infallible and of the real

(iii) opinion and belief (iv) None of these.

(f) The ‘Third Man Argument’ is upheld by
(i) Plato (ii) Thales

(iii) Aristotle (iv) Descartes.

(g) In Aquinas’ view, Being and Existence cannot be differentiated in
(i) Matter (ii) God

(iii) Mind (iv) None of these.

(h) According to Descartes, the criterion of truth is
(i) clarity and distinctness (ii) experience

(iii) reasoning (iv) None of these.

(i) Parallelism of mind-body is upheld by
(i) Descartes (ii) Plato

(iii) Spinoza (iv) None of them.
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(j) The philosopher who discusses about Pre-established harmony is
(i) Descartes (ii) Aquinas

(iii) Spinoza (iv) Leibnitz.

(k) According to Leibnitz, the monad of all monads is
(i) self (ii) matter

(iii) God (iv) None of these.

(l) “Some ideas are innate”– the exponent of this view is
(i) Spinoza (ii) Locke

(iii) Descartes (iv) Leibnitz.

2. Answer any five questions : 5×5

(a) What is Being, according to Parmenides?

(b) Leucippus and Democritus are supporters of which theory? Bring out the main tenets of their
theory.

(c) What, according to Plato, are the characteristics of Ideas or Forms?

(d) What is the difference between Faith and Reason in Aquinas’ philosophy?

(e) What is the primary method of philosophical discussion according to Descartes? Write briefly.

(f) Classify ideas according to Descartes.

(g) How does Spinoza define and explain Substance?

(h) How does Leibnitz distinguish between Truths of Reason and Truths of Fact?

Answer any two questions.

3. Explain Aristotle’s doctrine of Cause. Does he accept pure matter? Discuss briefly. 10+5

4. Explain, after Descartes, the Ontological Argument for the existence of God. Is it logically tenable?
Give reasons for your answer. 10+5

5. Discuss Spinoza’s view about the three levels of knowledge. 15

6. Explain the law of Sufficient Reason as accepted by Leibnitz. What is the significance of the law in
Leibnitz’s philosophy? 12+3


