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PHILOSOPHY — HONOURS
Paper : DSCC-5

(History of Western Philosophy - 1)
Full Marks : 75

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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|English Version]
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Answer any fwe questions : 5%32

(a)
(b)
(c)

“All is flux.” — Who has made this statement? Bring out the essence of this statement.
Does Aristotle recognise the possibility of ‘Pure Matter’? Explain in brief.
Discuss, with example, different kinds of ideas, admitted by Descartes.

(d) Discuss, in brief, the principle of Pre-established harmony recognized by Leibnitz.
Answer any fwe questions : 10x2
{a) What, according to Thales, is the fundamental substance of the Universe? State, his theory regarding

(b)
(c)

(d)

fundamental substance.
Discuss Aquinas’ view regarding the distinction between existence and essence.

Explain Spinoza’s theory of substance. In this connection, discuss the relation between substance
and attributes.

Distinguish between Truths of Reason and Truths of Fact following Leibnitz.

Answer any three questions :

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

What according to Plato, is the characteristic of Knowledge proper? How does Plato establish the
theory that sense perception is not knowledge proper? 5+10
Explain Aristotle’s doctrine of Four causes. Are these four causes reducible to only two causes?
Justity your answer, 1045
What is the first principle of Descartes’ philosophy? How does he arrive at it? Is it truly a first
principle or a mere inferential truth? Discuss. 4+6+5
Explain, in brief, Leibnitz doctrine of monads, On what grounds does Leibnitz make the distrinction
among the monads? How many types of monads does he admit? 10+3+2
-,
“Whatever is, is in God, and nothing can exist or be conceived without God.” — Explain the
relation between God and the World following this statement made by Spinoza. 1045



